I © \ * * 5 
4 e l . * 0 > = x. 22 4 of \ D a 
| 9 ; ; 4 2 Is. 
— * 1 . * - _ - F wy by . 
J 1 — 8 3 1 1 . 4 * = » - + 0 
a, = dy = *7 7 "> _ N . "7 < 
> k $5. , * - ; - 
** - A ie oh 80 ba : - „ 0! N * | by . 4. pu - 
. c „ jo e — . 4 8 
, = E * a , 4 3 ol : . 
* 0 ' * f * . - 4 
\ p : — * 8 
P . « | : q l 
$ : ” \ * 8 f : - * 7 ©; 0 
7 . C . R ry 4 * 1 by . 
0 | . . A 3 
_ * ® - 4,9 » 1 © Ba * = . cM 
N : — ge 0 — 
| | | : # » 

- of . , j : % ky * 0 of 

N | | , | 0 N : 
- | * a 

L : 


5 NATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS 
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RELIGION IN GENERAL, 
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ESTABLISHMENT, 


CHRISTIANITY IN PARTICULARS. 
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„% When the Cardinals in Rome: go abroad 1 boch on their 
« horſes heads, it is . that they will then be ineognito z = 
tand they expect nothing of that reſpe& which is paid to them 
te on other occaſions.” Bunz r. 
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| CHRISTIANITY IN PARTICULAR: | 
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A you have hazarded your telleciions 
on eſtabliſhments in — and on 
the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity in partie 
cular, you will not, it is preſumed, be of- 
. fended, if a ſtander-by makes (Sme remarks 


your performance. 


Wir regard to A in ge- 
netal, * are pleaſed to obſerve, that 
A of « the 
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e. the alliance between government and 
cx. religion is as old as government. it- 
„ ſelf. At the firſt appearance of Chri« 


+ © Rianity, this alliance ſubſiſted every- 
„ where, having deſcended without inter- 


or ruption from the firſt ages. Corrupt, as 
6 religion then was, yet every government 
% in the known world drew ſuecours from 
*« jt, without which they could never have 
« attained to any confiderable degree of 


* oreatneſs or Power *,”—And in anſwer 


to the obſervation of the excellent writer of 
the Confeſſional,, that Whatever right Chri- 
ſtian legiſlators have to eſtabliſh what reli- 
gion they chuſe for the beſt, the ſame had the 
Pagan legiſlators: you ſay, True. And yet, ſo 

& far from conſidering this as a refutation of 
« our principles, we rather look upon it as a 
1 ſtrong confirmation of them. We are far 
* from being athamed of the cotnpany of 


Turks and Heathens in ſuch a cauſe . Nor 


« ſhall we reject the benefit of an eſtabliſh- 
*« ment becauſe we enjoy it in common with 
« them. Had our arguments ariſen from ſomè- 


K thing peculiar to our on b ge, had they 


. 
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ee been 


* , 
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je” . 3 1 . 
teen local and approptiated to ourſelves, | 

there might have been cauſe to ſuſpect, that 

t they borrowed much of their force from 


« our partiality to our n cafe. But when 
«we find them prevailing i in every ſtate, and 
« fpreading over the whole globe, we are no 
longer at liberty to doubt of their vali- 
_ «« dity®.”zFhus an univerſal conſent of all 
ages and nationy, in your opinion, is a foun- 
dation ſufficient to build an eſtabliſhment 
of religion on.— If this univerſal conſent 
be a fact. which yet admits of ſome 
doubt, —will you abide by the conclufions 
drawn from the ſame premiſes in other 
inſtances &-Idolatry and ſuperſtition, for 
Inſtance, have prevailed in every ſtate, and 
ſpread over the whole globe :—· but are 


idolatry and ſuperſtition for that reafon to 7 


be introduced, countenanced, encouraged, 
or eſtabliſhed by any legiſlature? In what 
tate, in what part of the globe almoſt has 

not tyranny been erected? Where has, not 
liberty been extirpated, and the free-born 
ſons of 'the Almighty and Benevolent Pa- 
rent of the univerſe - obliged to ſubmit to 
vgs and chains? Tn what ſtate, what 
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maſt ITE: 8 e 
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part df the globe, have not prieſts, of various 

gdienominations, endeavoured to blind tho 
underſtandings of men, and lead them into 
every thing which is weak, abfurd, fooliſh, 
and hurtful? Surelſ Sir, you will not think 
theſe examples will}. any way juſtify ſimilar 
actions in this or any other country? Turks 
and Heathens often have done, often do, 
| what is right;—but it is no argument that 
= a thing is right, becauſe Furks and Heathens | 
(| have done or do ĩit. Univerſal conſent then, 
. ſuppoſing it real, you ſee is nothing. No 

argument can be drawn from it, but what 
Th will countenanee every ſpecies of folly and 
11 - wickednels, '\ e 
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BuT you fay, corrupt as religion was 
from the firſt ages, every government drew 
ſuccours from it, without which they could 
never have obtained any conſidetable de- 
gree of greatneſs or power. You would 
have done well, Sir, to have pointed out 
the ſuccours government drew from corrupt 
religion. Corrupt religion is a falſe or ſu- 
perſtitious religion. Can falſehood or ſuper- 
ſtition be advantageous to government, or 
advance the real happineſs of ſociety? the 
only end for which government was inſti- 


tuted, 


Ne 6 *; if 


weed, ot for which it is worth; aum 
tion. Corrupt ſtateſmen and Abele 
prieſts, —a tribe in many countries no way 
miraculous to behold, —may think to-avail | 
themſelves of lies, fronds. deceits; ny 
may impoſe on the credulity, ſimplicity, and 
honeſty. of the many, and erect themſelves 
into heroes or dæmons, ſcattering terrot 
and horror through the unhappy regions 
in which; they reſide: but ſocieties, in- 
ſtead of being bettered, are curſed by theſe 
means. Which would a wiſe man chuſe, 
which a good man prefer, a country where 
the exterior of religion hardly ever appears, 
or a land where fopperies, auſterities, and 
cruelties are practiſed, under all the ſo- 
lemnities of a corrupt ritual The prieſt- 
hood would, I know, argue for the latter, 
becauſe they thereby get gain, they obtain 
influence, power, pre- minence, and wealth: | 
Add to this, that a corrupt and ſ ious J 
religion enervates the mind, fills jib with 
vain hopes, fooliſh fears, and deprives it of 
the reſources reaſon. and philoſophy afford. 
Beſides, this corrupt religion corrupts' the 
tempers and morals of its votaries.” For it 
is not wiſdom or eſs which are vene- 


Fry by them, but their oppoſites : conſe- EY 
© quently, 


1 


16 11 | 
quently, wiſdom, or goodneſs will FRY be 


cul tivated ; but _ conduct will be dis 


ected, by whim, humour, caprice, 'vio- 
nCe.z, and penances will be, the. ſole 


atonement for eyery crime. Let us not 


reſt, however, in general reaſons. We 
read in the Jewiſh hiſtory, that, when. that 
people fell into the manners of the Hea- 


thens round about them; © they cauſed their 


«.'ſons and their daughters to paſs through 


« the-fire*:” and they are accuſed, by the 


prophet, of tak ing their ſons and their 
% daughters, whom they had borne, and 
to have ſacrificed them to be de- 
« yqured, to have Hain their, children, 
« and. delivered them. to cauſe them to 
« paſs through the fire 4.” The manners 
they imitated were probably thoſe of the 
Phenicians and Cart baginians, the latter 
of whom, by an antient law, were en- 


1 joined to ſacrifice to Saturn only children 


tt nobly born. This not being obſerved 
« for ſome time, grew into diſuſe, the 
% Children of ſlaves. and foreigners be- 
ing ſubſtituted in the room of the 
« others, But when, Agathocles. reduced 
cc Carthage almoſt to. * laſt e 


» 2 Kings W 7. xvi, — 


cc it 


£4 + +7 


16 their NE to'the anger 7 5 fs 
1 who, as. they imagined, was ee 
5 at the non-obſervance of this law. How: 


+a + 47 


5 fred children of the beſt fantilies's in the s 


- 


tc city were offered i up to that deity +” FIT 
« And at ſuch a pitch of frenzy, or fa ther 
te . lavage  barbarity, were they arrived, that 
« mothers made it a merit to view their 
% own offspring thrown into the devouring 
= flames, without, ſo much as 4 groan, 
% They cyen, by Kiſſes and embraces, 
« huſhed t je eres f their children, - 
« fore they were caſt into the flaming ſta- 
e tue of Saturn, imagining that the effi- 
% cacy of the ſacrifice would have been 
« entirely loſt, if any thing that might 
«have been interpteted as à mark of tlie 
& leaſt relüctance of regret had been fhewyn. 
ee They uſed a drum of a tabret, among 
t other inſtruments, to 'dtown the fhrieks 
& and outcries of the unhappy victims f.“ 
See here, Sir, the ſuccours government drew 
from religion, corrupt religion, and how 
it promoted oy e yr TE 


* Univerſal} Hiſtory, Vol. XVII. N. 
* Idewy p. 292. 


murder, 


n 


urder, its greatneſs or power And 
Ir. Potter obſerves, « that examples of 
& this ſort were very common in moſt of 
* the barbarous nations. Concerning thoſe 
4% who. bordered upon the Jews, as alſo | 
1 concerning the Put them̃ſelves, when 
« they agen to imitate their neighbours, 
<« e find ſeveral teſtimonies, in the 8 
66 Scriptutes. Cæſar witneſſeth che fame 
 « of the Gauls; Lucan in particular of 
that part of Gallia, where Maſſilia ſtands. 
« Tacitus of the Germans and Britons. 
And the firſt Chriſtian. writers do, in 
many places, charge it on the Heathens 
in general. Nevertheleſs, it was not 1o 
common iti Greece and other civilized 
nations, as in thoſe which were barba- 
rous. Among the primitive Grecians it 
„ was accounted an act of ſo uncommon 
cruelty and impiety, that Zycaon king 
of Arcadia was feigned by the poets to 
be turned into.a wolf, becauſe he offer 
an human ſacrifice to Fupiter. In latter 
« ages it was undoubtedly more common 
and familiar: Ariſtomenes, the Me Henian, 
« ſacrificed three hundred men, among 
« whom was Theoponipus one of the kings 
* of Sparta, to Fupiter of Itbome. The- 
7 4. mifteclts, 


— 5 4 — = © - 
A +46 i] 


[9] 
 #©-miftoctes, in order to procure the aſſiſtance 
«of the Gods againſt the Perfiens, ſacrificed 
6 ſome captives of that nation, as we find it 
te related in-Plutarch. Bacchus had an altar 
„ in Arcadia, upon which young damſels 
5 were beaten to death with bundles of rods; 
* ſomething like to which was practiſed by 
« the Lacedemonians, who ſcourged their 
children (ſometimes to death) in honour 
© Diana Orthia, To the Manes, and in- 
cc fernal Gods, ſuch ſacrifices were vetyoſten 
ic offered: hence we read of Polyxena's being 

« ſacrificed to Achilles; and Homer relates 
te how that hero butchered twelve Trajan 
« captives, at the funeral of Patroclus. 


46 ZEneas, whom Virgil celebrates for his pi- 


40 «ety, is an example of the ſame — ** 
LFSulmone creatoaur. 
 Quatuer bicj Juvenes, tot idem quos educat Ufem, 
Viventes rapit; inferias quos immolet umbris, 
| enn rogi perfundat ſanguine flammas. 
Four youths of Sumo race, 
ec As many bred by Vene, victims doom'd, 
Living he ſnatches, victims to the ghoſt 


Of Pallas; with their 1 to 
0 drench f 

His funeral pile, and on its flames expire.” 
TRAPP. 


POT. 


1 10 10 | 

oO ER. has not related Themiftactes' | 
frerifice with ſufficient exactneſs. We will 
give it, therefore, as it is told by the hiſto» 
rian to whom he refers, in order that the 
reader may be ſatisfied of the ſuccours go» 
vernment drew from the Grecian religion. 


While Themocles was ſacrificing,” ſays 
the writer, “upon the admiral galley, there 


55 were three very beautiful captives brought 


to him, richly dreſſed and adorned with 


« gold, ſaid to be the children of Autarctus 
and Sarndace, ſiſter to Xerxes. As ſoon as the 


«« ſoothſayer Eupbrantides ſaw them, and ob- 
e ſerved that at the ſame time the fire blazed 


« out from the offerings with extraordinary 


44 brightneſs, and that one ſneezed to the 
« right, which portended ſome fortunate 
* event, he took Themiſtocles by the hand, 


tt and ordered that the three youths ſhould 
« be conſecrated, and ſacrificed to Bacehus 
% 'Omeftes, or the Devourer ; for hereby the 
« Greeks would not only fave themſelves, 


but alſo obtain victory. Themftocles" was 


« ſtartled at a prophecy that carried ſo much 


46 cruelty and inhumanity in it; but the 


« populace, according to their manner in 
« all preſſing difficulties, truſting more to 


x Antiquities of Greece, vol. I. p. 218. 
: | “ any 


[ 1 1} 

any abſurd and extravagant 8 ſafe · 
« ty, than to ſuch as are reaſonable, with 
«© one voice inyoked Bacchus, and, bring] 

10 the captives to the altar, compelled The- 
« miftacles to perform the ſacrifice as the 
« ſoothſayer had . bh” And the 
ſame or tells us, that the Romans, on 
account of the Gallic war, in obedience 
to ſome; prophecies contained in the 
« books of the Siby/s, thought themſelves | 
10 obliged to bury alive, in the place which 
« js. called the beaſt- market, two Greeks, a 


% man and a woman, and likewiſe two 
* Gauls, one of each =] 13 


Mz. L OCK E. in Aiſputicig againſt in in- 
nate practical principles, ſays, Have there 
% not been whole nations, and thoſe of the 
« moſt civilized people, amongſt whom the 
e expoſing their children, and leaving them 
<«< in the fields, to periſh by want or wild 
«« beaſts, has been the practice, as little con- 
« demned or ſcrupled, as the begetting 
« them ? Do they not ſtill, in ſome coun- 
r tries, put them into the ſame graves with 
« their mothers, if they die in child- birth; 


d Plutarch, in Themiſt. 
14. in Marcellus. 1 2 
| B 2 C or 


14 
« or ch if ek them, if 4 a pretended aſtrolo- 
“ger Cali] them to have unhappy ſtars ? 
« And are there not places where, at a cer- 
« tain age, they kill or expoſe their parents 
« without any remorſe at all? In a part of 
« Aja, the ſick, when their caſe comes to 
« be thought deſperate; are carried out and 
laid on the earth, before they are dead, and 
left there, expoſed to wind and weather, 
« to periſh without aſſiſtance or pity. It 
& is familiar among the Mingreliant, a 
« people profeſſing Chriſtianity, to bury 
re their children alive without ſeruple. There 
* are places where they eat their own 
children. The Caribes were wont to geld 
« their own children, on purpoſe to fat and 
« eat them. And Garcilaſſo de la Vega tells 
« us of a people in Peru, which were wont 
« to fat and eat the children they got on 
« their female captives, whom they kept as 
«© concubines for that purpoſe; and when 
they were , paſt breeding, the mothers 
&« thermſelves, were killed too and eaten. 
« The virtues: whereby the Towoupinamboes 
believed they merited paradiſe, were re- 
« venge, and eating abundance of their 
enemies. No acknowledgment of any 
„God, no * no worſhip. The ſaints, 
© who 
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« who are eikicaizes among the Turks, Tead 
« lives, which one cannot with modeſty re- 
«late. \. A remarkable paſſuge to this pur- 
«© poſe; out of the "voyage of Baumgunten, 
« which is à book not every day to be met 
«with, I ſhall ſet down at large, in the lan- 
s guage" it' is publiſhed in. 167 Je. prope 
« Belber in Egypto vidimut ſunttum 'unun 
« Farartmeum inter arenarum cumihss, itu ut 
ee urero matris prudim, midi" fedentent. 
% Mor ft, 1. didicimrns' Mubometijtic, "UL ch 
gu amentes ef fine rutinne ſunt, pro ſantiis | 
« colunt et venerentur. Inſuper et bor gui 
* cum diu vitam egerint mmniriſimam, 0 

« luntariam demum pænitentiam et pauper- 
« 'fatem; ſanctitate venorandos deputant; Ejuſ- 
% modi verò genus hominum libertatem quan- 
dam effrænem habent, domos quas volunt in- 
„ frandi, edendi, bibendi, et, quod majus eff, 
e concumbendi; ex quo concubitu, fi proles ſe- 
* cut fuerit, ſancta mil. ter habetur. Hit 
* ergo Hominibus, dum vivunt, magnot eubi. 
% bent honores; mortuts verò vel templa vel 
* monumenta extruunt ampliſſima, eoſyue con- 
i tingere ac ſepelire maximæ fortune ducunt 
% loco. Audivimus hac dicta et dicenda per 
inter pretem d Mucrelonoſtro. Inſuper ſamc- 
« tum Hum, quem es Joct vidimus, publicitus 
| * apprime 


6, 


writer was too'credulous of ſtories told by 


then could be expected from their wor- 


. 
. ꝙprimb commendati, cum eſſe hominem fans 
tum, diuimum ac integritate præcipum: 
0 e0 quod, nec ſaminarum unguam ęſſet, nec 

&«& puerorum, ſed tantummade aſſellarum con- 
* cubitor atgue mularum *,” Whether this 


travellers, as Voltaire! will have it, or no, is 
of little conſequence in the prefent argu- 
ment: ſuffice it, that many of his relations 
are known facts, and as ſuch atteſted by the 
beſt informed hiſtorians; And if theſo are 
facts, ſome at leaſt of them, what advan- 
tages have Turks or Heathens reaped from 
their ſeveral. cftabliſhments * n ? 
Au ONO? with e to „ Heatheniſay 

it is impoſſible any government could avail 
itſelf by an alliance with it. It is well 
known that the poetical accounts of the 
gods were received and believed by the bulk 
of the people. Theſe gods weredrunkards, 
whoremaſters, adulterers, effeminate, with» 
out natural affection, and, in ſhort, perpe- 
trators of the moſt infamous actions. What 


* On Human Underſtanding. 
- Philoſophe Ignorant, p. 102. 


ſhippers, 


3 


[ is) 
ſhippers; but vice and wickedneſs in the 
higheſt degree? Nothing is more natural 
than to imitate characters held in the high+ 
eſt veneration and eſteem. That ſome of 
the antient Pagan common vealths arrived to 
conſiderable degrees of greatneſs and power, 
is not to be diſputed. But greatneſt and 
power in a ſtate do not always argue hap- 
pineſs. On the contrary, inſtances may be 
produced where the power and greatneſs of 
government is founded on the miſery of 
ſubjects, and where mediocrity of power is 
attended with the happineſs of ſuch as live 
under it. That Greece and Name made ſuch 
a figure, is not to be imputed to their ſuper- 
ſtition, or religion, if you will { call it;; 
their generals, who, for the moſt part, were 
men of underſtanding, ho deſpiſed the ſu- 
perſtition of their country, and ineulcated 
on the minds of thoſe they had influence 
over, the noble principles of the love of vir- 
tue, their country, their friends, and a con- 
tempt of every deviation from honour. This, 
with the little dread of death theſe heroes 
held, that fortitude and magnanimity with 
which, in conſequence of it, they were in- 
ſpired, rendered them and their reſpective 
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communities, reſpectable in — all 
around them, and cauſed their arms to be in 
d nenn Superſtitions, on occa- 
ſion, may have been, ferziceabſe, But if 

they were ſerviceable. on,. ſome, occaGans, | 
they. ere as hurtful, on others, and filled 
the minds of men with panic fears, as b 
often as they inſpired them with hopes. 
For ſuch idle things as ſoothſayers and di- 
viners dealt in, could not but have a very 
uncertain ee. end a alan 
minds. Denen n vs 


Ss. eee. 

Do ID the apoſtle Paul, Sir? I 
hope I may anſwer for you that youdo. Hear 
then his account of the benefit men received 
from corrupt religion in his time. Pro- 
« feſling themſelyes to be wiſe they became 
« fools; and changed the glory of the in- 
« corruptible. God, into an image made like 
to corruptible man, and to birds, and 
, four footed beaſts, and creeping things. 


Wherefore God alſo gave them up to un- 
e cleanneſs, through the luſts of their own 
« hearts, to diſhonour their own bodies be- 
<< tween themſelves: who changed the truth 
« of God into a lic, and worſhipped and 


-«« ſerved the creature more than the Creator 
« wha 


(7 ] | 
re who is bleſſed for ever. Amen. For 
re this cauſe God gave them up to vile af - 
« fections: for even their women did change 
«* the natural uſe into that which is againft 
re nature: and likewiſe alfo the men, leav= 
« ing the natural uſe of the women; burned 
t jn their luſt one toward another, men with 
„% men working that which is unſeemly, 
te and receiving in themſelves that recom- 
« pence of their error which was meet. 
« And even as they did not like to retain 
« God in their knowledge; God gave them 
4 over to a reprobate mind, to do thoſe 
„ things which are not convenient. Being 
« filled with all unrighteouſneſs, fornica- 
« tion, wickedneſs, covetouſneſs, maliciouſ- 
* neſs; full of envy, murder, debate, de- 
© ceit, malignity; whiſperers, backbiters, 
«© haters of God, deſpiteful, proud, boaſters, 
© inventors of evil things, diſobedient to 
ce parents, without underſtanding, covenant | 
e breakers, without natural affection, im- 
“ placable, unmerciful “.“ Is the picture 
overcharged ? If not, muſt not you give 
up your opinion of the utility of the eſta- 
bliſhment of corrupt religion to govern- 


„ Rom. i. 22—31. 
1 ment? 


+ My. 
ment? A ſenſible, ſprightly' writer has at- 
tempted to prove private vices public 'be- 
nefits; and it muſt be confeſſed, he has ſaid 
many lively, plauſible things on the ſubject : 
but it was beyond his imagination, fertile as 
it was, to endeavour to prove the corruption 
of a whole people in point of morals, as 
you ſee the Heathen was, by means of its 
idolatry and ſuperſtition, the occaſion of 
their advancement to greatneſs or power, — 
Here, Sir, I reſt the conſideration of the uti- 
lity, of religious eſtabliſhments in general, 


of which you have with much art diſcourſed, 
though with little, ſolidity, in my appre- 
henfion, I will only add, by way of co- 
rollary, „that it muſt be highly miſchie- 
vous to ſociety for a magiſtrate, after he 
« hath: choſen his religion, to incorporate 
« it with Eis government®.” For, as expe- 
rience has ſhewn the magiſtrate almoſt every 
where has choſen a corrupt, that is, a falſe, 
idolatrous, ſuperſtitious, religion, if he in- 
corporates it with his government, he will 
eſtabliſh a religion productive of the great- 
eſt evils to his ſubjects.— He ſhould let 
_ theſe things alone, as he is not a competent 


" Effay, p. 42. 


judge 


1 „ 


11 for others, though he * undoubtedly 
a right to practiſe conformable to his own 
ſentiments; if indeed, at any time, he has 
ſentiments of his own on this ſubjecct. 


LET us now ſee the utility of Chri/tian 
eſtabliſhments of religion. Jeſus Chriſt 
taught men a pure ſpiritual religion. He 
aimed at rectifying the hearts and regu- 
lating the actions of his diſciples, in order 
to render them good men, good citizens, 
children of God, by. imitation, and meet 
to be partakers of happineſs in a world 
they were taught to look for when they 

departed hence. Theſe were the ends 
Jeſus propoſed to himſelf, by calling men 
to repentance, by preaching the glad tid- 
ings of the Goſpel, that God, by his mi- 
niſtration, was reconciling the world to 
himſelf, not imputing their paſt treſpaſſes 
unto them, but pardoning what was done 
amiſs, in order to excite them to ſuch a 
behaviour as might intitle them to larger 
ſhares of his favour and benevolence, in 
the kingdom of heaven, prepared from 
everlaſting, for the happineſs of the good 
and virtuous. Now, as theſe were the 
ends, it is evident the means muſt be ſuited 
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uato them. - Accordingly, we find the 


great diſtinction made by the Chriſtian le- 
giſlator between the righteous and the 
wicked; the things morally good incul- 
cated, the things morally evil prohibited; 
men's attention called off from the world, 
and their purſuit directed to the attainment 
of the world to come. The ſermon Chriſt 
preached on the mount; his account of the 
actions for which men are to be judged, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, before angels 
and men; and his diſcouries to his diſ- 
ciples, as they are recorded by a beloved 
diſciple, are full proofs of this. - On the 
ſame plan the apoſtles acted. They called 
on all men every-where to repent, de- 
clared the terms of acceptance, took men 


off from a reliance on things ritual and ce- 


remonial, preached righteouſneſs, temper- 
ance, and a judgment to come, and very 
plainly: taught what things were accept- 
able, what difpleafing to Almighty God. 
« The works of the fleſh are maniteſt, 
* which are theſe, adultery, fornication, 
* uncleanneſs, laſciviouſnels, idolatry, 
& witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula- 
cc tions, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, hereſies, 


« envyings, murders, drunkenneſs, revel» 


« lin [<p 


(ar 

6 lings, and ſuch like: of the which 1 
4 have told you. in time paſt, that they 
te which do ſuch things ſhall not inherit 
e the kingdom of God. But the fruit of 
** the ſpirit is love, joy, peace, long ſuf- 
_ «« fering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meek - 
« neſs, temperance: againſt ſuch there is 
% no law. And they that are Chriſt's, 
* have crucified the fleſh, with the affec- 
« tions and luſts. If we live in the ſpirit, 
« let us alſo walk in the ſpirit. Let us 
0 not be deſirous of vain- 15 provoking 
*« one another, envying one another . 
And St. Paul directs Titus, who was left 
in Crete, „to ordain elders in every city, to 
„ ſpeak the things which became ſound 
« doctrine. That the aged men be ſober, 
E grave, temperate, ſound in faith, in Wl 

* rity, in patience: the aged women like- 
« wile, that they be in behaviour as be- 
* cometh holineſs ; not falſe accuſers, not 
*« given to much wine, teachers of good 
. * things; that they may teach the young 
« women to be ſober, to love their huſ- 
«© bands, to love their children, to be diſ- 
tt creet, chaſte, keepers at home, good, 


Gal. v. 19—26. 


& obedient 


ir 12 1 | IM 
5 — to their own huddints, that the 
word of God be not blaſphemed. Young 
«© men likewiſe exhort to be ſober-minded. 
« —Exhort ſervants to be obedient to their 
«own maſters, and to pleaſe them well 
in all things; not anſwering again, not 
10 Purloining, but ſhewing all good fide- 
«ity; that they may adorn the doctrine 
« of God our Saviour in all things. —Put 
them in mind to be ſubje& to prin- 
«« cipalities and on to obey magiſ- 
4 trates, to be ready to every good work, 
« to ſpeak evil of no 'man, to be _ 
% brawlers; but genie, ſhewing all meek- 
te neſs unto all men. This is a faith- 
« ful ſaying, and theſe things I will chat 
&« thou conſtantly affirm, that they which 
% have believed in God, might be careful 
« to maintain good works, Theſe things 
« are good and profitable unto men. But 
% ayoid fooliſh queſtions, and genealogies, 
« and contentions, and ſtrivings about 
&« the Jaw; for they are unprofitable and 
« yain?,” Is not all this very plain? have 
we not here, and in other places, every 
thing neceſſary for the purpoſes of govern+ 
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ment and ſocial life ? and is there any thing 


t? 


Revelation was intended (ſays an inge - 
nious writer) for the uſe of all mankind. 


The book therefore in which it is re- 


corded, is a popular work. The rules 
of faith and practice are delivered in ſuch 
a manner, as to be clear to the plain and 
untutored mind, without obſerving al- 
ways a metaphyſical preciſion, or pur- 
ſuing a logical method. Thoſe books 


been compoſed by the greateſt merely 
human underſtandings, , are, ſtudiouſly 


worked up into a regular ſyſtem ; where 


principles are laid down, remote conſe- 


quences deduced from them, truths 
built upon truths, and where we are at 


firſt ſtruck with the juſt diſpoſition of 
the parts, and the ſymmetry of the 
whole. Revelation is a work of a dif- 


. ferent kind, All its precepts ariſe na- | 


turally out of the occaſions on which 


they were delivered; and theſe, we 


know, were extremely various, appa- 
rently incidental, and unconnected. Its 


« doctrines lie ſcattered about in a rich 
« profuſion, like the productions of na- 


2 « ture, 
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u türe. The moſt unſlcilful hand can take 
v from this ſtbreito ſupply his wants, and 
© learns to bleſs the goodneſs of that com- 
mon Parent, who hath made this ample 
ec prbviſion for all. And thus the loweſt 
« and the buſieſt part of mankind; they 
„ ho have neither leiſure nor ability to 
1% digeſt a whole ſyſtem; may reap tlie 
r greateſt benefit from the Scriptures, 
ve vyhilſt they cannot look into a fingle 
page, without returning the wiſer from 
« it, and without meeting with many 
« Teflons of inſtruction, whoſe force they 
«© may fully comprehend; Thus much 
* was neceſſary to e the Sctiptures fit 
* for common uſe 3. ou, Sir, ' ſeem 
to agree with this writer, when you ſay, 
7. As ſingle and individual Chriſtians, they 
% may enjoy the right of private judgment 
«in its full extent, and each may purſue 
« his own opinions without controul, 
whilſt each with a Bible in his hand 
« (if he pleaſes to take it in his hand) is a 
* Auel to himſelf.“ The meaning of 
which, I ſuppoſe, is, that as private. Chri- 
ſtians, we all may think and act for our- 


* Rotherham on Faith, p. 5. 24 edit, 
ſelves 
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ſelves in matters of religion, and be en- 


dowed with the ſame authority with re- 
ſpect to each of ourſelves, as the Ladies 


Church, in different countries, are autho- 
rized by the magiſtrate, to exert over their 
ſervants, ſlaves, or children, and, I appre- 
An eee ee n fg PK 
7 885 © +3 * 
5; „ ee « Gove, God 1 wha 
% chande is there that the, knowledge 0 
religion ſhould long ſurvive on this foot- 
e ing; where no proviſion is made for in- 
« ſtructing the people in their faith or 
% their duty, and where every one is left 
« to purſue, at his will, the cares or the 
_ « pleaſures of this life, without any ſtated 
„ call to think of religion ? Either then 
« all the advantages of public and foetal 
religion muſt be loſt, or it . mult be 
men's duty o join in ſociety, for the 
« obtaining of thoſe advantages. This 
*« neceſſarily leads to the appointment of a 
power to provide for the wants of that 
4 ſociety, one of the chief of which is 
„ the means of public inſtruction in the 
« truths of religion. Fit perſons muſt be 


40 appointed to * theſe 9 
. «6c an | 
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4 and ir gt pethons, thei thete mut be 
2 ſome to Judge of that fine an 
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Bor who, Sir, is to judge of the ik 
of the perſons for inſtructing the people 
in the truths of religion? The" thagiſtrate? 
Alas! the magiſtrate knows as little of the 


matter, in many places, as the moſt igno- 
rant of his ſubjeQs. Is it the chief prieſts 


conſtituted by him for that purpoſe? 


Theſe, every one knows, in moſt countries, 
Have preferred tites and ceremonies to mo- 
Tal Sethe? have ſought gain more than 
godlinels,” and' the cſtableſhaveris of their 
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Etſſay on Dodds, b. n. a 94 ba 
„ Tbe teachers in National Eftabliſhments are un- 
btedly under great obligations to the writer of this 
ſay, for informing the public, that chere is nothing 
in the Chriſtian laws to reſtrain them from accepting 
tc the proviſion made for them by the magiſtrate.” 
He would add much to theſe obligations, if he would 
write a ſhort, or a long comment on t the following 
words, which, though often Tead, are, as it feems, 
little e And he lifted up his eyes en his 
& diſciples, and ſaid, Bleſſed are ye poor; for yours 
“ is the kingdom of God. Bleſſed are ye that Hunger 
now, for ye ſhall be filled. Wo unto you that 
are rich: for ye have received your conſolation. 


* Wo unto you that are Full: for ye ſhall hunger.” 


in 


OWN 


[8] 
| own Wealth, power, and pre-eminence, 
rather than the happineſs of the commu- 
nity. they have taken on them to inſtruct. 
Ill judges, then, are theſe of the qualiſica - 
tions of ſuch as they are appointed to place 
as inſtructors of mankind ; and full as well 
is it to leave it to the people to inſtru 
themſelves, or chuſe theit own inſtructors, 
28 to give power to others to chuſe for 
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Vou have obſerved, and I think juſtly, 
te that bad there been a , neceſſity of a 

„ hering to any particular outward form 
* of Chriſtian ſociety, that form would 
have been as diſtinctly delineated in the 
New Teſtament, as the temple was in 
«© the Old; and the plan would have been 
„ laid down with ſuch preciſion, that we 
% could not eaſily miſtake it: whereas 
« nothing of this kind hath been done, 
* But the original plan is in reality ſo in- 
s diſtinct, that the moſt learned enquirers 
into antiquity. differ about every part of 
te it .“ What you would infer from 


* 
— 


Eſſay, p. 84. | | 3 
Ws: hence 
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hence is, that ab nd plan is plainly laid 
down in the New Teſtament, therefore 
every government has a tight to adapt ſuch 
a one as is molt ſuitable, In their own ap- 
prehenſions, to their ſituation and circum- 
„ ee Ag: 
by But I freely confeſs, that, from yout 
obſervation, I ſhould naturally conclude 
that Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, by giving 
no directions in this matter, and ſetting 
no example which can be.certainly traced 
out, evidently ſhewed of how little value 
- things of this nature were in their eyes, 
and how little men ſhould trouble their 
heads about them. Chrift has bid us to 
Call no man maſter in matters of religion, 
and he tells us we are all brethren, on a 
foot of equality, and conſequently, ought 
not to be ſubjet to mep, ought not to 
own their authority, or ſubmit to their 
commands. It is enough that we are Chri- 
ſtians, that we do whatſoever he hath com- 
manded us, without embracing the tradi- 
tions of men. And very obſervable it is, 
that, however zealous our modern churchiſts 
are about rites, and modes and forms, how- 

6 ever 
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ever aQive-in:compaſling ſea and land, to 


make proſelytes to a party, or bring men 8 


to look on and treat trifles as realities : 
obſervable, 1 ſay, it is, that every thing of 
a ritual nature is flightly ſpoken of, or 
lightly paſſed over, in the New Teſtament, 
How little ſtreſs is laid on Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper comparatively-? How few 
rules or direQions are given; about them ? 
How few exhortations to the performance 
of them? And even with regard to the 
obſervation of the Lord's-day, though it 
ſeems of much more importance to the 
cauſe of piety and virtue, and is ſerviceable 
to the cauſe of humanity, yet what com- 
| mand has Jeſus given about it? In the 

times of the apoſtles, there were diſputes 
about the obſervation of days, we know: but 
the apoſtle, with his wonted liberal ſpirit, 
would give no directions in this matter, 
leſt his authority ſhould be oppoſed: to that 
liberty whereunto Chriſtians were called 
by the Goſpel. «© One man eſteemeth one 
% day above another: another eſteemeth 
« every day alike. Let every man be fully 
„ perſuaded in his own mind... Let 


* Rom. xiv. 5. 
ce no 


1 „ 
. in meat ot neh 
e or in reſpect of an holy- day, or of the 
„ Sabbath-days, which are the ſhadow of 
„things to como; but the body is of 
% Chriſt *. And in another place he very 
ſeverely handles thoſe who lay ſtreſs on ſuch 
matters, as being ignorant of the nature of 
Chriſt's religion. Now, after that ye have 
„ known God, or rather are known of God, 
% how turn ye again to the weak and beg- 
. garly elements, hereunto ye deſire again 
to be in bondage? Ye obſerve days and 
„ months, and times and years. I am 
«© afraid of you, leſt I have beſtowed upon 
„ you labour in 'vain*.” Can any thing 
be more in point than theſe words to the 
ſubject in hand? The truth is, matters of 
a ceremonial nature have a tendency to 
take men off from morality ;- they lull the 
conſcience, and diſpoſe us to think we may 
be religious, PRs our NNE are not 
virtuous: WY . 74 i x 


Yikes us appeal now to facts for the uti- 
Toy wu Chriſtian: citabliſhments.. eee BY 


» Col. ii. 15. 1 Gal. iv. 9. 
War N 
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ty loaddd ite — wealth and 
wer. This inſpired them with pride 
Lug ambition, and cauſed them to be de- 
Hrous of lording it one over another. Had 
the emperor been contented only to keep 
the peace, things might have been toler- 
able. But he was not contented herewith. 
ſionate men by his authority, and baniſhed 
Auth as had either honeſty or obſtinacy 
enough to oppoſe them. Thus, for the 
ſake of unintelligibles, for the ſake of What 
the Goſpel taught nothing about, love ani 
peace were caſhiered, and envy and hatred 
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le Ni, $6644 14) eee en bo 
1 The following: emperors. proceeded, on 
| pes ſame plan; ſometimes favouring! one 
ſect, ſometimes another now. eſtabliſhing 
one ſet of doctrines, then aboliſhing them, 
and placing new ones in their room. At 
times Arianiſin was orthodox, a little after- 
wards At hanaſianiſin; now images were 
objects of devotion, ſoon afterwards of de- 
ſtruction. In ſhort, by means of the eſta- 


ib religion in the eaſtern empire, 
religion 


. +» ® ' p = 
oat * 0 * 


TY 


religion itſelf, begame : wholly | hw; 
and the people were as rady to be called 
eee that of Chriſtt. 
A i a ente een er 3 918.0 od 
WHAT Chriſtians do you. thipk,. Sir, 
muſt have been in Syria, and the regions 
round about, who ſubmitted ſo readily, to 
the religion of Mabamer 4% They were 
invaded, they were conquered, it is true; 
but this put them under no neceſſity of re- 
nouncing their faith, or. embracing that of 
their conquerors. Tribute, a ſmall tribute, 
would have e for their religious li- 
berty, and they might have peaceably en- 
joyed their opinions and practices. But 
the truth ſeems to have been, they had no 
real religion at all; but had loſt it amidſt 
contentions about nonſenſe and. fooliſii ſu- 
perſtitions. This was the effect of r 


en San there. 
Nagel bedr out the 8 con- 
ſequences of it in the weſtern empire? 
There, you know, * that man of fin was 
« revealed, the ſon of perdition: who 
40 oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf againſt 
« all that is called God, or that is wor- 
WG. . «« ſhipped 


E 141 | 
© ſhipped above kings aud ethperors} j 16 
«that he; ar God; ſitteth in the temple 
of God. ſhewing himſelf: that he is 
% God v. There it was, by the fraud of 
the: prieſta and the folly and tyranny of 
countenuneing and authorizing 
them, that Chriſtians depirted from the 
faith; * ging heed to ſeduemmg Tpitits, 
r "peaking lies 
im N their conſcience 
i ſearect as' — hot iron; forbiddigg 
26 rltery, and eommaabding to abftatf 
rod mente e n. Alec tl. e 
manera 11 onen 1 700 
Porn you know, oberſpread this ema 
pire, and put t end to tlie Virtues; the 
Arts, Se gad er ie förmer ihabit- 
ants. 80 that government, inſtead of ate! 
any confdetable degrees of great 
neſs or power by its eſtabliſhment, was 
much weakened; and the braveſt nations 
dere reduced to the weakeſt cotidfeſon. ” 


Tur wid 88 regie indeed; that 
reedmtnended and authofiged croiſides, the” 


en 1 5 + Tim. inc hang.” 
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drains: uf Earvper and the Giſgiaboiwhuhiz 
man nature! That an! excellent religion, 
that canomzed the infamoris Becker, and 
compelled a great: king: to ſubmit to the 
moſt ſervile penance, for a ſuppoſed * 
. Wen 


N 16 dd 


Or * * muſt tl the ne; anions a 


religion be; which allowed the inſtitutions 


of monks and nuns, which, if theit vos 
are obſerved, hinder population, the, ſource 
of power and greatneſs, and if not obſeryed, 
occaſion lewdneſs, adultery, murder, and 
many other vices hurtful to ſociet. 
ine Hp gorreoro wer (brirramot- 
15 Tur inquiſition alone will ſhewy ug What 
diaboliſm may be eſtabliſhed,, under tho 
pretence of ſecuring religion, the Chriſtian 


religion for ſooth, and how: wicked men may 


be, though they conform to the religious, 
laws of the . What need, of a 
further detail? ieee $147 


„FuE Denifes and. vis 8 
cruelties exerciſed in. the Low Countries, by 
the Duke of Alva, the revocation of the 
edict of Nania, and the bloody tranſactions 


of. T, rn. are demonſtrative proofs, that 
tie 
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the eſtabliſhment of Popery has been pro- 
duftivercf the moſt-fatal Ka- to ſociety, 
the (apr of: Gul Hope, — much better 
chance to be virtuous, and conſequently 
happy, than thoſe who conform to ſuch a a 
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aqui nde e übte then, 
% have no right to a being: and they can 
have no right to defend their being, if 
they have no right to the being itſelf; 
« for they are in their nature and conſti- 
« tution unlawful . But have not Pro- 
teſtant eſtabliſhments promoted the cauſe 
| of truth and virtue, and produced much 

to the communities where they 
are introduced r Proteſtant eſtabliſhments 
are undoubtedly better, though perhaps 
more ĩnconſiſtent with the fundamental 
Proteſtant principles, than Popiſti ones; be- 
cauſe they contain fewer errors and abſur- 
dities, and leave open a door for free en- 

iry and examination. Hence truth is 

ore and more 3 We, ow 
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comes: ridiculous, and honeſty. and — 
are found 10 be the alone foundation for 
expecting the fayour of God, or the re- 
wards of the Goſpel. But, if we will ſpeak 
freely, I think, we muſt day, that Proteſt» 
ant eſtabliſhments baye not in very many 
pr promoted the public utility: for by 
drawing up articles, creeds, \forms of con- 
feſGon of faith, and requiring ſubſeriptions 
to things incredible, abſurd, unſcriptural, 
or plainly falſe, as well as uniformity in 
public. worſhip ; I ſay, by doing this, the 
progreſs of truth hath been hindered, 3 
na: fo neſs of thinking cobiracted, hypo- 
eriſy countenanced and encouraged, : cha 
rity deſtroyed, and hatred. and variance 
taken place. Witneſs the perſecutions 
among all Who have had the power, —al - 
moſt all, —of eſtabliſhing their own fancics 
here in Ezg/and, from the time of the Re · 
formation down to the Revolution, What 
heats and animoſities, what evil treatment. 
what fines and baniſnments (to ſay nothing 
of the burnipgs ſome underwent) do qur 
hiſtories make mention of ? And for what 
Becauſe men did not ſee with the ſame eyes, 


nor e or blame with the n 


Tirz, 
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| „k tolecttion took place, Ainet ned 


— —— every iniquity was pra- 
under pretence of bringing mon to 


— ge pradtice of what; for 


ſaſhion's fake, was called orthodox reli · 
gion ; and thouſands of families were de- 
prived of their eaſe, and the fruits of their 
induſtry, for fear they ſhould become im- 
pious, and g to the devil. 8 
a (ER eee. 


the bappineſs.of the community greatly to 


be advanced witgeſs the annals of the 


Stuarts And even now, Sit, you cannot 
but know, that there are many miſchiefs 
ariſing from the preſent -oftabliſhmentz 
many hardſhips put on honeſt men, and a 
variety of things enjoined, which have no 
a due Uu thar: to take men off from 
the practice of piety and virtue, and make 
them rely on things very fooliſh and ridi- 
culous. You will eaſily ſy ppoſe mean 
GI abſolution, 7 pr Se 

But I forbear.—T mean not hereby 
tq ct the En 8475 eſtabliſhment alone. 
The eſtabliſhments in Scotland,” in Geneva, 
oe, among the Proteſtants, '« and in 
| the 


[ 38 ] 

the Northern kingdoms, are all of them 
very exceptionable, and have been, and ars 
| pfoduRtive of many miſchief. Who knows 
not the evils excited by the magiſtrates 
authorizing the decrees of the ſynod of 
Dort? Who is ignorant of the miſeries 
different eſtabliſhments of religion, in dif- 
ferent times, have cauſed in North Bri- 
tæin? What ſquabbles habe there been 
between Lutherans and the Reformed" in 
Germany, what quarrels between Lurberans 
and Lutherans, T Calvinifts ani Calvinifts ? 
The eſtabliſhment of particular” "tenets as 

religious, and the" countenance and encbu⸗ 
ragement given by the magiſtrate to the 
profeſſion of them, have occaliohed all theſe | 
woes, and will be productive of the like 
in all places. For as long as men think, 
they will differ; and, unleſs honeſty wholly 
takes her flight 9 8 1 amongſt men, there 
wall | be thoſe who, will ſpeak” their ſenti- 
ments, whatever may be the conſequence. 
Let the magiſtrate ſg filent, no hurt to ſo⸗ 
ciety will accrue ; but the mament he in- 
terferes, and becomes a party, peage Var, 
niſhes, and religious hatred, 12 worſt and 


moſt bitter hatred, takes place. 
BESIDEs, 


IWF 

Brings All eftublicuments. e 
deemed hurtful to ſocieties, as they take 
ſame mem off from induſtry, and give them 
maintenance at the expence of others. 
All the good ſociety ever reaped from re- 
ligious; inſtitutions, they would have reaped 
without en eee or": 
miniſters of thoſe inſtitutions. For: if 
were virtuous, they would teach 
neighbougs ton be virtuous... eue -be 
words and actions 3 and they Would hate 
2 thouſandꝭ times more influence vn the 
conduct of thoſe around them, than ſuch 
a8 are known to tall ſor hite, and mini- 
ſer in what: is called holy things, merely 
| hounds: they have their mqingenange: for 
ele a nge e Le t e 
er 12 1 Ens 
1 eee ee church, ad 
have been much talked of, and our 
mical, ſelfiſh, ambitious divines, bave 4 
tempted to ſet forth the good and benefit 
of ſociety from them. But we do not 
« find, fince the arts of government and 
« myſteries. of religion have been thus 
* fſuited together, that either has been 
8 * advantaged dy the union; it 

| % having 


* 
on 


PY 2 : 
e ee 


has been greatly bettered by policy zs 
dit policy: has been any- ee nend 
<:by/divinityd,” - £44 . 13.05 209: ier 


Ace eee yy, ee ngen, 


* BXPBET, Sir; it will bo lady that by | 
throwing up eſtabliſhment, we throw up 
religion itſelf and 'odcafion-imen's return 
to-harburifiti and Heatheniſme This is the 
oom objection Bet may d Dot bs” 
afteed,> what yoo by fact the eſtabliſhmont 
ofthe :Chriftiar religion, in the manner it 
has hithvrto''bdert: eſtabliſhedg uus dome? 
Jobs Wefheydeviares,- that few yeats 
ge Great” Britdin" and ireland were 
ccovered-withiviee from ſen to:ſta, Very 
Ittle of the form of religion was left, 
<«-and\{tilt leſs of the power of it:. Fobrt 
pofibly- may net be admitted us a legal 
be. Let us call others, if you pleuſe. 

e have becks, you know; of «the care 
a the" decay” of "Chriflian Fiery, and of 
* the” corruption ages . , 


, \L \ : 1% 


4 Preface to Whichcots Select n | * 
Letter to the Author of the Enthuſiafn f tb 


Methodiſts and Fapiſts, p. 42. <8 | 
* theſs 


te). 


theſe. their-great enormities are ſet forth; 
and means poihted out for their ametid- 
ment. But all to no effect, if we may bes 
lieve dur clergy, who are continually ex 
claiming againſt the” enormous fins and 


OR IgE. e e 1 
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- Da. Themas 8 Geeky of K 
manners f Chaiſtians, ſays, — 
1 11 Ant, quid , A montuit reſurgeren 
5 apoſtoli. algus orbit Cbriſtiani fuciem in- 

is tuerentur vuitiis obtetam, & magni no 
i, minis umbram i | Tpſos puderets & tabtunt 
n prniteret  ſuorum laborun,. Vel fi, 
4 guięſcentibus apaſtalis, reſurgerent philo« 
is  Jophi & gentilium ſapientes 5 &, perlyſtirato 
©, terrarum orbe, d nobis quererent quid pro- 
«© fuerit humans, generi religis | Chriftigna, 

« quoad mores & vitæ probitatem? N 

« pacem & bonum piblicum? Nos utique. 
« appellatis barbaros per opprobrium ; fed 
nobis barbaris. quid praftatis. ves. Chris. 
« fant? His didtis fattifque, reſpondeant. 
&« illi, qui apud nos prafides n rerun bus 
4 nmanarum & d uin 4 t n i 


a D: Fide & Okicis, p. * 2 I 
| F Ds. 


4 a 3 

ek ny. dhe hd "7 
8 6 peaking of 7 : is diff ul ties 
e the peqple of the Eg, Trdiet 
ds che Chtiſtian faith, , The Engliſh 
+ Gentiles, among whom qut beſt a. is 
« to be expected in this attempt, are much 

«© more exact in their morals, than either the 

%% Porfugueſe or the Engl iſh Chriſtians that 

| 72 live among them ; and on this account 
3 e they have a very bad opinion of Chri- 
3 Rains, for the lake of thoſe WhO pro- 

. feſs it, For the great end of all religion 
1 T being to make men more holy, juſt, and 
60 righteous, it is a very obvious and com- 
% mon practice among moſt men, to judge 
4 6 of a religion by the liyes of its votaries "bs 
« and therefore it will be a very difficult 
4 taſk to make it believed in thoſe parts, 
« that Chriſtianity i is the beſt religion, as 
long as the vices of our factors, and our 
% communion, are daily, in the eyes of 
« the Indians, an undeniable objection, in 
% matter of fact, that it doth not make 

« the beſt men. 


« The chief reaſon which made the 

* primitive Chriſtians ſo mightily grow 
« upon the world, and at length draw in 
« the 


[ 65 
er the Whole Ramon empire to ENG Was, | 
** that they were {what our holy religion 
te totally tends to make us); aboye all men | 
© elſe, the moſt exact in their-1 norals,” 
« which Lg them that reputation, as to 
of make all men at laſt to come in unto 
te them. And it is in vain to expect the 
« fame effect, where there is hot the fame | 
e cauſe. to help. ro bring it to paſs, For, 
« to contider the religion abſtracted from 
« the profeſſors, and the prineiples apart 
« from the practices of thoſe that bold 
« them, and examine them truly as they 
& are in themſelves, and not. only. as they : 
appear in the lives of men, is an operoſe 
e matter, which few 1 will be induced to at- 
te tend. to. The moſt part « of men, without 
« entering into ſuch a ſcrutiny, are always 
apt to attribute to the religion, What they 
* ſee in its profeſſors and therefore, there 
« can be but little hope, that the Indian | 
£. Gentiles. will ever; be induced to think 
#20088 the better religion, as long as the | 
© wickedneſs and vices of Chriſtians, who 
* live among them, give them daily fo 
te undeniable an evidence, that theirs 


breeds the better men. Poſſibly we may 
F 2 « draw 


TA) 
, gray over 40 be, by the” (dvanirhge gf 
« having the Rai on bur fide, Be 
b. proflig ate wretches, Who will be 
” 2 wx to ahy patty; ' whete they can 
'« find àn intereſt better than they had be- 
«fore, But, till Chriſtianity gets a better 
bh reputation i thoſe parts, from the con- 
% yerfations of its profeſſors, and the lives 
of the people there become better than 
er the lives of the Dijans, it will be very 
difficult, under ſo great a diſadvantage, 
„„ to malt at of them true and ſincere 
_ « proſelytes unto bur holy niente re- 


Tl eien, ech i eee 


iff 
Bo ©: may be fuppoſed, the en of Chri- 
ſtians, in the eyes of the Gentoos, are not 
much mended by Naboba mating! And 
that theſe complaints cannot be without 
foundation, we may be aſſured from the 
account given us of the behaviour of our 
mifichaffes“ in North America, men who 1 
"ſhould be ſound in faith and charity, and 
willing to lay down their lives for Chriſt's? 
fake. Our n are deſcribed, 


l 


2 


of Prideaux's Life, 5. 17S; 


4 7 8 
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ang 


* 
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2 


many of tothe 1 45 men of. ruined, for- 


bring Alia whoſe impotency, of mind 


„ eicher APOPArEy; et riches, — ö Werm- 


* s headed ' zealots, eee for ev 


ſober and im Kk. % No won- 
der, then, at the ail ſucces of, theſe 


| ben r. or -enthaGiaſts ; no wonder chat. 


„when numbers of the fvaggs have been 
«« baptized into the faith, ſuch! converts 


have never long perſevered, ner were 


* able to propagate among their tribes, 
tho Chriſtianity. they had been. ane ; 


| ce but ſucceſſive ' miſſions have 1 that 


b 


J +46 56aryy 6” b Node „ect or 


| 5 Howrvxx, for the ſake of truth, 1 


muſt make the following quotation, though 
in oppoſition. to my own, opinion, as well 


as Je the authority of my Lord of Gloceſter. 


« Commerce has been the occaſion of 


LL L communicating the knowledge of Chriſt 
$6 from nation to Des but perſons. - 


_ L 


f Worburtga's $ ns to > the Society for Prop 
Yor + the . p- 15. 


* gaged 


161. 


*, 1 Segel therein have not been the com- 
. *, müdicators of it; their buſineſs is of an- 
$5: other ſort. But this has been done bx 
fe, other men, detached rom ,warldly affairs, 
«and acalous, and, f il in, druine, know- © 
« ledge; who, taking advantage of the in- 
45 tercourſe opened by them with other | 
% views, OS the G tpel,. where. 
eit was before unknown... n this, way 
« our planters have excelled, haying given 
7 double occafion,. of propagating. Chriſti; 
7e anity among the natiye heathen of thoſe 
** regions, and among themſelves alſo, who 
«« ſoon became heathen b. Oe. what ad- 


. then, arc the miſſions ? 


Wir, but things are better at home ; 
here much civility and virtue are intro- 
duced and propagated by our, religious 
eſtabliſhment. The clergy, by their whole- 
ſome doctrines and exemplary. lies, in- 
ſtruct the ignorant, reform the vicious, 
and cauſe thoſe who have begun well to 
perſevere in the paths of . — Would to 


" Biſhop of Llandaff's Sermon 1 the Society 8 
for the Propaga. ion of the Goſpe), F eb. 20, 1 762. 


vo 


101 


e alk; Sie, ü Ane 


people of higher rank, inn 
timents of the profeſſed preachets of reli- 


. Poſſibly they will tell you, that 
oſe they aA are levec-huntets, gapers 
after preferment, now following and- flat- 
tering one, then betraying the ſecrets of 
another patron; in order to inake court to 
the miniſter of the day; fot the firſt good 
thing that may fall to his diſpoſal: - This, 
poſſibly, may be their account; and if you 


object to this, their writings in behalf of 


religion, they will, perhaps, ſmile at mT 


e of the world. 


How much religion is at 1 with 
many of our clergy, is evident by their at- 
tention to tithes ; their loving good fellow- 
ſhip; their ollititiog to be aer of the 

peace; their frequenting horſe- races, cock- 

matches, plays. cards, and eee 


Do you think, now, {the conintry/in can be | 
the better for the inſtructions of theſe | 


14 Many of my brethren have carded themſelves 
e into good biſhopricks.” A ſaying of Biſhop Coney- 


kind 


beate's. 


HRA hb 
kind af mem? or rather, wunld it not bo 
better if the people were left tu their own - 
meditations ? Von wiſh, no doubt, Sir, 
things word otherwiſe; und hope the in- 
ſtances of ſuch clergymen are but few. 
But your hope is in- founded: as thouſands 


can teſtify. Not ill at ever be otherwiſe ; 


as fong as there ig an eſtabliſhment; in 


unten pelchete are legally provided with a 
malntenante merely for conforming to a 
rite. 03G SIEM, Metin 46 |: 8 det? 
211197 00 oss 9 136 dug Od 4 of N 11560 4 
- Tavethive/l; Sir, _celtiieredutholanility- 
of eſtabliſhments; andy hy a deduction of 
facts, evinced that you are much miſtaken 
in what you have advanced concetning 
them. That I have not attended as much | 
as you” may expect, to your teaſonings, is 
owing, in ſome meaſure, to an obſervation = 
of a late ſenſible writer, Who, ſpeaking 
concerning difputants and difputes, / ſays 
„% Error is various and changeable; a cir- 
«© cutmſtance of which à ſkilful adverſary 
« will not fail to take the advantage. 
« When his opinion is ready to be wreſted 
« from him, he will take-entire poſſeſſion 
of it again, under another ſhape. He; 


5 Ta] 5 
— are Pogee 


8 701 buy eee eee hto 0b wt 


4 | bof o bringing, mavy.-; inta;j, | 
bebucht, wba-have an eye only to tem- 
pee f EN is ah advantage t (0+ 
*<cx584y (They: hypocrite regulatet : his outs 

h ji geanduct, in the ſame manner es: 
©1456 h&i were: geally. moved h] the n ]/iỹ fd 
++, principle of | goods. , Aud there ſote, the, 
10% diſſimolation of els,, were there the 
«+, laps; epurity; foi pm repay er | 
political ciet 22 — 
4,206 joel! N.. Fe obs Khor theo. 
bus,whether, moſh like.ra, digiply 
chi vx a Sallower af Chriſty . 
ett mins he dy: 1 — bm. Nile 


LY 60 


Ir the | hypocrite 1 on 


EAN 9s if he were 


© Piſich to Ratheram on Faith. ! Effay, p. 28. 
G _—_ 


+ anade}ymuke mir cefeid more the 
— — Wo unte 
«you! | foribes! and phariſene ' yypoedites ; 
1rifor ye pay tithe! of mint und abi 
fand eummin, and hate om . 
6; 'weightier matters of the = 
© riier6y, and fidelity 9295310 e Ee" 
Fab Ae RHO eee ie! 
Was this regulating their outward con- 
duct in the fame mater as if they we 
really moved by the ward principle of 
göoch? Were theſe miafited* vitlarhs ad- 
vantageous to ſoeiety, or Was not — 
really hurted by their - ſecre 


Lou know how to — i 
5 FI.» 177 244 5; 44 op 41 
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#27 A bad my . lenz 
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— reid Shas e deadly. 


ſtate has een de- 
prived —2 that oba d good: randudt: of 


its ſubjects, which tends to its health and 


vigourꝭ ts reputation and greatueſs. 
gave ſoen ſo: moch tamiſe in churchniru, 


that I am always itielined to think al 
of them; till I ſet cauſt to thluk others 
Haviſe, Was che ſuying pf BiſhopsRa ner, 
though by the editor left out of:highiſtorys! 


Atam ct 24 TUES 01,9996, 9298 1 
vou cenſure the author of the Confeł- 
ſional for * handhng with greut ſeverity 


aps); G 2 he the 


— » WO 


CY — — 


- and 4450 10 ſuppott WP" — 
fereit from his ,“ —You have hot ben 
to — — 


— 
227 5 e 22 | 


_ ARES 5 e 
x he of” private" gent, em de n 
Ae CE "how; were'4- 
| ors, Ha u chr 


"Wleritins;" 4 
wm age me 


"meaneſt, "the Vileſt* 
; What 2 7 | 
 Whirgift bs Yana #1} ut Harp 
0 Rach 4 mah "believe the gr 
9752 Goper or, beficvih ee 
not properly hold dhe uch in Unrigbrebüf. 
bels © Banerof's « Uharatet bin (etl 
reſpe ct; and for Laud, he was ſp mean, 
e e 208 (TH 29; M7 Str vor” 


1 qt v. 2. * oH 
waipiſh 


ved b 72 
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Nags wort or i . id n 79 
e Habe, ve i 
ei 


bk obs SE 


| Ancertgin- Ragute, or ergy 
E = conſe- 


the influence of theſe veaſes, theit memory 


will be handed/ down te 
famy! ( 412th, auth yuan hed - T8 


dg bay Has is at lud rut fo A NY 
Re for che mere odors} they vill / be 
bn cfiſpatched. What iy abt Ward land ? 
A commentater, -f6rfoothy:orthe Arbora- 
fit Creed) which he inſiſted on wassfenſe; 
Lvrd-Pererike, ativegh-renthouſand;" on 
the eyidenee of renn ant Serfptüre, ſwore 
t the conttary. W fre, pray W SrBU NR ö 
2 he nor . — „dufingly 
openly?" Did her not publick 
br the Ma bomerun 4 ne? of 
mulets on Diſſenters froni national 
blichments? And was wy ore Ben 
'by the learned Whitby, as. labuuring un- 
der 4 deploradle wünt of Bagel r- 
| , W cbapilul; Anf their fel 
Tows,” were ſons of Cobtentibil, Ard labourett 
Thuch 'to defend; what Be wife trat wund 
with to be dende, the pole! s and pre. 
5 of the p Holy Anck the . 
ncy of human' bent! "Why Houta 
"—_ ſuch 
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the Fa ity 
d be nes "Tenſe, . "Tearniny 4 
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there fene; ing 9 
| Wer (os Beiglreft- Weir Vedas Um 
niit ink ue lan e 
e bear. üpetgctal Testes l 
Hebe, r derffandiag lad K* 


contemn.— It may reaſonably 
dh wete it 118 fr 15 a 
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t de 'of fuÞf{ctiptions it. 6 n 
e allow there” are Kt the 
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church of England r: but, 
el P Eflay, p. 132. 


time, 


| va bas ji | | 
2 5 — - lic | 
2 the preſent. * 

ed. bee fles, 1 5 5 will 


I ba, Were 12 55 3 
and the clergyman, a 28, 

ſhauld. be 9 N 
dobſrafiyont nome TeqUITES ; 
but morals, who underſtands 
Chriſtiavieys. .ſhould be; permitted to int 
ſtruct thoſe. ho were, willing 19 bear, bit 
2 oh nn they th. 


def ait law of Engla nd is * 
POR vp 0 25 Git , the canon las „ the c 
1% mon law, ihe th&-Mhute dar., Burn, Piste 


Feeleſiaftical- Lab. | 
iir | & CI proper 


* ' 


3 # 


—__——  —— — a  _- 
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proper to give" bim. ——Thece, it wl be 85 


thought are hard das. But on 
whom are they hard? Not on the wiſe, 

the good, the virtuous. clergyman - anꝗ 
OP thore are z. but —— 


Ain pie v5 Yo new t de vis "07 + 


Toſ teach piety and virtue, to raiſe the 
Hopes of men tb im mortality, and to in- 
dulcate the ſeverul branches of ſocial duty, 
is un honour to men ef the firſt ” X 
ſtanding!» Many oof theft, with | 
will engage in the werk) Fheſe wilt 80 | 
attended to, and believed und/ I am per- 
ſuaded- will neter be ſuſſerecd to want. 
Whereas the bolder-forthifor hire the mere 
reader of what, from the ſame motive, 
other perſons have compaſed, and which = 


he himſelf hardly underſtands, falls natu- 
to 


rally under ———— expoſed 
neglect. The laws, indeed, the laws are 
on his fide; and, armed; with power, he 
can compel the diſobedient, and the un- 
ruly, to pay him what he calls his! due: 
But with regard to his riniſtry, his Chri- 
ſtian miniſtry, as he will dare to call it, it 
has juſt as much effect as it would have 

1 amongſt 


e 397] 
-amongſt ſavages, whoſ@; wngue he knows 
not, nor is deſirout of knowing. Harig d 


49h t nt 15 bach E * TOOK 


Ws are fallen in times, „When gro u 
2 exprefitans corruption pre- 
„ 
to every eyes when every good pri 
_ *c.ciple is in / danger of being Joſty nd 
„ when. the: cauſe. of religion calls laydly 
upon every 006, to whom its · intereſts 
are dear, to riſe up for ts preſervation : 
4 times which admit of a0 / delay, and 
« whichareglearly and ſttongly mecked but 
for a tefermation. Let themtlhie hearts 
„and endeavours of all god men be 
* thoroughly united; let them forget i 
«4: their party feuds and ſeparate intereſts, 
and fly to remove the inſtant danger; 
and may the great object of the publio 
« min their whole attention", 1 y 


ye Tur ee nit is true! vil notzis as 2 
body, fall into this ſcheme; But we are 
not to be wholly diſcouraged. Many of 
them are liberal, learned, and good' they 


: Eflay, p. 141, 


groan 


- , 4 
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be 1 

gtoan ds n 
and wiſh for amendments; the laity ars in- a 
telligent, and talk of abſurdities in the 
_ « communion they uſually adhere: ta; ſects, 
new ſets .abound, who, ſooner or later, 
will ſtrike into the road of cominon ſenſe, 
and join the cry for aboliſhing fooleries and 
abſurdities; and not a little have we to 
hope for from the moderation and temper of 
our moſt excellent metropolitan, whe, being 
| bred amongſt the Diſſenters, cannot but love 
and value thoſe principles of liberty, on 
which a rational religious diſſent from na- 
tional eftabliſhments is funde. 
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